WHICH VALLEY CITIES
HAVE THE BEST SCHOOILS,
THE LOWEST CRIME RATES
AND THE MOST VALUABLE
HOMES2 WELL, WE'VE
EEUNCHED THE NUMBERS
FEJR AlL 22 MUNICIPALL
TIES, AND HERE'S WHAT
'WE LEARNED: FG!.JHTMH
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Brown b bemn mp.—.l-'ing on the ".!'c:liﬁ-.l':. rec] el kel bof more than
18 years. As fhe CED of Home Builders Merkading, he anahzes housing
pends and shores his geparoe wilh developers, buildars, lenders ond ire
vestors. Recenty, he shared some of his knowdedge with us, and, among

» & cthar thengs, ha told us “the demand for money and he palical
influemca is shifiing ropidly o the West Malkey.”

Il srssm bwsen e a3 cemesnnt ek Clemduks Ao kaieby, yon'll andesstord wlsg = fheses
plerty of lord cut thers, and home prices ore 1l reldively affamdabls. Mo doubl, e
Wad Yelley hen become o desiiable plocs lo e, Whether it's i bedt or nof depends
on who pou ok, For esample, whal kooks good o o working mom wiih three kds con
ks vary diffarant rom what oppeabs o o ssmrstired sugaen, I @l very subjective,

Theeefore, when you're foling abou “he best places fo live,” s impariant o ook al
ihrimyg likes coireme redies, bz e, boame paices, schixib, ek Errd Fal's whot we did, In
the following pages, we manwre “qualiy of lile” isues far the Yalks/s 22 cities = Sur
City, Sur ity Vel and Sun Lokes aren'l included tecouss they're not ovallabio o ol
reacdars; Ardhem ond Aachkes oren't incbided harniss they'r cfficinlly o port ol
Phrosanix, which finished 184 ovancll

That rumber, howsver, can be a litle mskoding, considering the geographicol size
ol Phesmixn In ieabty, thar wiby is oea hig e mene o o wlioks - think abee o ||'.':ng al

Kimilond 15 vary diffsrect rom Inang m Marpeaks. Moreihelass, we'vs incldad it in our

ranking- Ve alsa induded same shant pradiles of the |5 vifoges that moke up the city
of Proanix - Alhomiben, Comalback Eosr Erconm, aie Thess will 0 JTHE T lif kxhe
of what it's like to live in those sector of tha city

 course, whather you'ie backing o Phogne:, Peorio or Parodiae Valksy, yeu'll abo
hores to consider the inkangibles, such os hisory, personality and reputation. For our pue
pemses, though, we focus on the numbes, which preade usebhil doto o why vou may o
miny mot wenl 1 live i a particukar ciby, In the end, as yoo'll ses. ne cify fniskad first in
eveny omagony; howsver, o few ploces did siand ouf, including Foumiam Hills, weidh

[urmpad from Mo, 5 lastpoor o Mo, 1 his yoor
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1. FOUNTAIN HILLS
INCORPORATED: 1987
ELEWATIN: 1,700 FEET
POPULATION: 22,475

This grrall pown wa HE'.-EH‘:-p-td.
in the 1960z when founder Boben B
McCulloch bought 4,500 acres of a
cartle ranch nomheast of Scousdale
MecCulloch intended Foumzin Hills
world-famows fonrain wo be a landmark
[ -i-:.ll;ehl resvdenls and visitors, Mow
e small-communiny feel combined
wilh a lake and a lush 32-acre '_,'..].TI-T.
make Fountain Hills a welcome casis on
the outskirls of a metropelis

* What makes it greal The fountain, of
courge. For more than 35 years, b has
shat water hundrneds of leet e the air
bor 15 minules al the lop ol every hour
frem 10 am. o % pom. dasly Omce the

“worlds highest lountzin® acconding 1o
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the Guinness Book of World Begonls, the
founiam'’s spray soars M0 feel wnio the
AT, and cam sear 2= hlgh a% 560 feel for
spectal accasions

® What makes ii not 1o greml Ink ey Lax
miiss. Becmse 108 5o cose o Soonsdale, pee-
phe miss ot by never dring fr enowgh
easl on Shea Boulevard o get chere.

* Anneal events; Pony Express Day

{ Februasy ], the Foumean Hills Grear Fair
{Febraaryl, the Fourth of july celebra-
tiom §fuly), the Fountain Fesdval of Ams
dz Crales (Movember? and the Tharnks-
giving Day Parsde (Movember),

2. CAREFREE
INCCRPORATED!: 1984
ELEVATION: 2,538 FEET
POFULATION: 3,310

Founded in the 1950s, Carefree 15
well knevn for s beaury, inchading s

hrgr_ round beuwlders. The natiral
deseit landscaping and Southwestern
feel of this community make il unbgue
1w Arizoma, From the Boubders Resort
10 the Moroccan-style el Pednegal
Festlval Markerplace, Carefree offers a
great mix of Sovheeess Mair and hoary

= Whar makes it grear: s famous
piant sundil, which is the thind largest
working sundial in the Western hemi-
splere. Measuring 90 leer in diameter
and made of size] and COpPEL Lhe siiE-
il is just one exaviple of Canelree’s
eclectic, ansy community. Also, with a
sliphitly higher edevation than Phoenis,
Carefree 15 usually an least 10 degrees
coaler than thie rese of the valley, and
thar makes a difference in the summer
* Whul muokes it not so gread; Lots

ol tourisis, Even though touriss are
everyw e i Adlzona, Caveliee 1ends
L attract & high mumber of vacarioners,
pupreriully e loukiog o g elaxing
*Arzona experenoe.”

» Amnuol events. Caelies Fiee Ams &
Wit lestivals (Movemnber, January and
Marrh) and the Senormn Ars Fedival
iMarch}

3. CAVE CREEK
PHCORPORATED: 1786
FIFVATICON: 2,200 FEET
POPULATION: 4,370

This sacwl] town was settled in the
late 1830, b dudn’t hecome incorpa-
ruied] il 1986, A down-1o-canh
cormeuminy, Cave Creek's small popula
i s esiarnend e s adition: [
Wi G0 4 recreat for mimers, ranchers
prel s lonrking, v et away from ic
all, and e rown sull {oscers a relaxed
1 Ariwe mrmaspbere

= What muhes il preat D Weslen
arrmesphere, which s perperuated by
i el ".i'n.'nml-u:l e resbanranls sucli
s the Homy Toad and Crazy Ed's
Saiisluml Fn'-i; Fior il udveniiimois,
'hi|-:i|:|g_ |1i:.-:i.||._|::| A 1mt5.t|.'ua:_k||'||.'.
appamuniey nne wenilubde i he

2, 10030me Spar Cross Banch

® Whir makes i moi v LEETE lis
Wesern atmawphere = i Joi's not your
thing. Por thase keaking fir a posh vity
hilled wih mixlern @ wnd culwse,
Cawe Creek adill B rras e bws
melaxed sl 1o -:'-::-w|||lg.' LIS
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THE VALLEY CITIES COMPARE. ..

FOPULATION

FROPERTY VIOLENT  NDR-VIOLENT DISTRICT TEST DISTRICT TEST STUDENT/ PARK ACRES PER MILES TO SOUARE FEET
TAX RATE CRIMES CRAMES SCORES (READING] SCORES [MATH) TEACHER RATIO 1,000 RESIDENTS  SKY HARBOR OF RETAIL

19 | Apache Junction $33,170
1:.—I. Avordale
19 | Buchrye
| Gl

41,100

&, 255 £58,000

14,505 $5,383

2 | 3,310 588 103 i

3 Cave Croek 4,370 359,928

$44,087

Chandier 20,705

2 El Mirage 28,310 $41 658

1 Frourain Hills 22,475 $61.419

5115000
5132900
5$114,550
$375 500
3244 ¥an

£144, 900

$9E.145

5238200

4 Gilbest 144,685 a8

13 Glendale

233,330 §50,929

35810 357 492

14 Guud}ru:r

10 LischFigld Pari

3,900 ‘ 371,875

12 haso 447,130 £4B 104

4 | PorodueVeley | 14410 | $150228

8 Peoric 132,300 855,458

8 Fm |_1,415,h55 541,207

¥ Queen Creek 11,340 -iti-E.?':'Z;

4154000
$126 500
$145 000

£185,500

$175,000
239 900
3704950
$724,500
L4568 74D
$271,450
§199,000
S445,000
§292,000
$221 %00
$260,000

$284,000

5124500

§775,000

£220,000

2141 113 | &0F oy Al 1810 & 14 750,000

1529 0 4,274 0%

4% raf 4.b 3

3.9 milligm

T 20 43 4] B A

151 | 0 15

$13.30 Fi T35 TI%

467 Al il F 350,000

5457 ] ¥y R4k B7E 151 1.2 a2 500,000

Fal-

1127 ? 406 BA% 17.5 12 miflion

$11.10 143 &S 4% 53% 251 1.7 25 4 4 milhan

=¥oe T2 a1% B2% 13:1 a4 25 8.6 mallon

£12.12 140 5374 BEY B 25 13.6 21 6.7 million

| 408 13,453 173 Tk 12 rilfion

1,784 10 18:1 A2 20 2 milliar

$11.95 23" 200 231 7.8 ' 25 I BE 000

2500 BSL 1#:1 48 137 20 mitllien

§1.,330,000

5128 500

 $112,000

$250,000

$18%,500

2179780

4 | s-:-uu:duh mm -I_i-ﬁs,am

.'.'.ilﬁ'?,ﬁ['-l-[':.

14 Surprise 63,760 544,156

§125,000

A : Tampa £42 341

140820 |

5148,000

21 Talleson

5,445 538,773

596,000

17 Younghown 3770 523,144

580000

$313,750

$525,000

174 4,000

107

A0F B EFR 141 Fl 17 13.5 millicn

9,466 |

| 65% 60% 23| 264 5 43 million

$12.20 " 32" 7% 7% 18:1 17.4 4 |5 million

14.3 milliar

—

a0 - 4.2 g

240,195
§250,000
215,000

£149.100

S 18:1 dd 27 2 million

171 1B 5.4 B.1 millon

294,030

150,000

&5E 21:1 3.7 i7

HE% 16:1 4.8 ! az
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